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What do you do with your life when washed
up as a professional hockey player?  How do you react
to the game that has all but banished your role as the
designated fighter on the ice?

Billy Purdy, alias 'The Bull', had only one
occupation during his life - that of Enforcer - or the
player whose sole purpose is to wreak havoc on
opposing team members. Now nearing forty years of
age, he is at the end of a career with only a penchant
for fighting, drinking and a bad attitude staring him in
the face. The novel follows Billy over a period of
months as he tries to come to grips with who he is
and what to do with the rest of his existence. He is
accompanied (sometimes reluctantly) on his journey
by a hard partying bar crowd who embrace him more
for his celebrity status and drinking skills than person-
al qualities. In a strange twist, Purdy's best and some-
times worst friend turns out to be the less than suc-
cessful son of a Canadian politician, who has stolen
Purdy's father's novel to publish it as his own.

This is not a story about hockey, though. It's
about self-discovery and transformation. It's about
coming to grips with reality and then tossing it away
through alcohol and poorly managed personal rela-
tionships. It's about using fame and fortune to pursue
happiness, only to find emptiness. Throughout the
novel, Purdy is a true anti-hero, and the reader is torn
between hating the guy and wanting to see what hap-
pens next. You find yourself slowly pulled into a
swirling pool of emotions, knowing that the ultimate
direction is down the drain.

Needham writes the story in a straightforward
literary style, offset by long, eloquent descriptions
intermixed with sharp, direct dialogue. Told in first
person, you are only privileged to see the protagonist's
view of the other characters, which is obviously
skewed by Billy's own jaded view of the world. As the
story progresses, you come to know Purdy well, and
quite possibly dislike him even more.

Chris F. Needham lives in Vancouver, British
Columbia where he has plied a piecemeal trade as
bouncer, bartender, forklift driver, computer techni-
cian and magazine editor. An Inverted Sort of Prayer is
his first novel.

This novel both grabs you and pushes you
away. Like the main character, at times you just want
to say 'screw it' and put it back on the shelf, but in the
end it proves to be a satisfying and thought provoking
read. If you want to see the literary envelope pushed,
I definitely recommend it.
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